MRAD 223 - Patient Care 1

CAMRT Consent Information

Reference: https://camrt-bpg.ca/patient-management/patient-care /communication-of-critical-

findings/

What is an Informed Consent?

The patient has the right to be informed regarding the procedure /treatment and its risks in a way that
he/she can understand, and to have his/her questions answered in a similar manner!.

Failure to obtain informed consent may be considered negligence under current Canadian Law, and
could result in court action?.

o The standard of information provided to the patient is reflective of what a reasonable person
would expect in similar circumstances®

For consent to be valid, it must be ensured thaf?:

e The patient is legally competent to consent to procedure/treatment

e The patient receives a full and proper disclosure of information (including the risks and
benefits for undergoing as well as not undergoing the procedure/treatment) from the
caregiver’

o Consent is specific to the procedure/treatment being performed

o The patient has the opportunity to ask questions and to receive answers that satisfy his/her
understanding

e Consentis obtained voluntarily, free of coercion or undue influence

Informed consent is based on accurate representation of the relevant information

As well as professional standards, MRTs should be familiar with the legislation in his/her

jurisdiction®.
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Who can consent?

If the patient is capable based on the criteria set out (see “What is informed consent?” tab), then
only the patient can consent to a procedure/treatment

If the patient is incapable of giving consent, it is obtained from a substitute decision maker,
according to provincial legislation?.

The patient’s physician or another member of the healthcare team can NOT give consent on the
patient’s behalf?.

Consent is not required in an emergency situation ONLY if the delay to find an interpreter or
substitute decision maker will prolong suffering or will put the patient at risk of sustaining serious
harm?4.

e Inthese cases, a physician may give the order to proceed with the procedure/treatment
without consent®*

o The facts and circumstances surrounding the decision to proceed without informed consent
are carefully documented”

For ongoing or repeated procedures/treatment, it is reasonable to obtain informed consent at the
initial visit, and to interpret the patient’s conduct (i.e., showing up on their own for subsequent

appointments) as continued consent?.

Consent is obtained in the patient’s own language if proficiency in English (or French) is limited?. The
patient has the right to withdraw consent at any time before or during the procedure /treatment?.

e [/fconsentis withdrawn, the procedure/treatment must be stopped

o Withdrawn consent is documented

o All relevant information is provided fo the patient so that the decision to withdraw consent is
informed

MRT's role in the consent progress

The MRT should be familiar with the facility consent policy and the legislation in his/her jurisdiction.

Part of the MRT’s role is to ascertain and ensure that informed consent has been granted by the
patient for the procedure/treatment that is to be performed?.
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o If the procedure/treatment has been explained by someone else, the MRT verifies

that consent was given by asking the patient: “What has been explained to you?
Do you understand? Do you have any questions or concerns” ?

o Ifasigned form is required by the local facility, the MRT confirms that a consent form
has been signed

o Ifitis within their scope and competence, it may also be appropriate for the MRT to
obtain consent from a patient (e.g., administration of contrast)

o Ifthe patient does not have adequate information to provide informed consent, and if it is

beyond an MRT’s scope and competence to provide the information (e.g., information
regarding alternative diagnostic tests or treatments), then the MRT refrains from administering
the procedure/treatment and takes the appropriate action to resolve the situation®.
o In this case, the next step is to contact the radiologist, oncologist or referring
healthcare professional.

Documenting Consent

e Consentis documented according to institutional and provincial requirements.

o Consentto treatment is an ongoing process, not a form. The signing of a consent form does
not mean that consent has been obtained, and can never replace the dialogue that needs fo
happen between practitioner and patienf.

o The consent form is simply evidentiary, written confirmation of the explanations given
and that the patient agreed to what was proposed?
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