

MRAD 202 – Patient Care 2
Swan-Ganz Catheters

 Also called a Pulmonary Artery Catheter (PAC)
 Can be up to quadruple lumen depending on its purpose
 Often seen in ICU or CCU patients who require intensive monitoring
 Considered a central venous catheter (CVC) or central line

Description:
A thin (5 Fr), flexible, flow-directed venous catheter that uses a balloon to carry it through the heart to a pulmonary artery; when it is positioned in a small arterial branch, pulmonary wedge pressure is measured in front of the temporarily inflated and wedged balloon.

Swan-Ganz Catheters can be used to:
 Measure cardiac output
 Measure right heart pressures
 Indirectly measure the left heart and lung pressures
 Diagnose right and left ventricular failure
 Monitor specific medications
 Assess effects of stress and exercise on heart function
 Measure core temperature
 Reveal the amount of oxygen left in the blood after it has circulated through the body

A mobile or portable CXR may cause stress due to execration on the heart, so if the patient is unstable the nurse might postpone the x-ray till later.
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