                     MRAD 240
Worksheet – Sterile Fields
Please use your textbook, PowerPoint presentations, and handouts to consider the following scenarios.
1) While looking in a cupboard for a new box of gauze, you notice that at some point the bottom of the box has gotten wet. However, it seems to have dried off by now. When you pull the individual packages out of the box they appear to be dry and undamaged. Do you use the gauze? Why or why not?


2) You are assisting a radiologist in an injection procedure. While the radiologist disinfects the skin, you see one of his fingertips brush the patient’s skin outside of the disinfected area. What do you do? How can you minimize the interruption and radiologist annoyance?


3) When setting up a sterile tray you notice that the expiration date on it was yesterday. It is the last tray in the cupboard, appears undamaged, and you are in a rush. Will you use the tray? Support your answer.



4) You are scheduled to work in the OR this week. You are feeling unwell, with symptoms of a cold. The only other person working in the department is a notoriously grumpy technologist who is vocal in her dislike of the OR. When your pager goes off calling you to OR3, how do you respond?



5) When opening up a sterile procedure tray you notice that the sterility indicator bar has advanced almost, but not quite, to the “acceptable” line. The autoclave tape on the outside of the pack showed black lines, indicating a thorough sterilization. You remember that all other trays from that batch had sterility indicators that were well past the “acceptable” line. Do you use the tray? Why or why not?



6) In the middle of setting up for a sterile procedure you are given word that the procedure has been postponed for 20 minutes. Your tray is open and you have already dropped several syringes and other pieces of equipment onto it. You are unable to stay with the tray during the postponement. How do you respond? What if the postponement was 3 hours? 



7) You open the cupboard door to grab a sterile tray. The date on the tray was 29 days ago. Should you use the tray? Why or why not?


8) While putting a band-aid on a patient after an injection procedure, you get a very small amount of blood on your hand. You wipe it off and immediately use alcohol hand sanitizer. Was this the correct course of action? Support your answer.





9) You need to prepare a sterile field for an injection procedure. The commercially prepared tray comes with 2 syringes, 2 4x4 inch gauze squares, and a small cup for disinfecting fluids. The radiologist also requires needles attached to each syringe and a length of extension tubing on the tray. No medication will be drawn up by you, but you will have to pour a small amount of Baxedin solution into the cup on the tray. 
Please list the steps and describe in detail how you would set up the tray for the radiologist without contaminating the field.




10) You need to sterilize the following items. What method(s) would be most appropriate for each item, and why?
1. Stethoscope – made of soft rubber and metal

2. A large laparoscopic surgery apparatus 

3. 2 sets of surgical forceps

4. Patient bed from the Intensive Care Unit

11) Your biological indicators have been incubating for 24 hours (per the manufacturer instructions). When you check on them you find that both the control and autoclaved units are the same colour. List what may have gone wrong and what you’d do to fix it.
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