ANPH 252 – Worksheet Reproductive System – ANSWER KEY


1. Why does untreated Pelvic Inflammatory Disease (PID) have the potential to develop into a life-threatening condition?

Because pelvic inflammatory disease is an infection of the fallopian tubes and they are continuous with the peritoneal cavity; if the infection spreads to the peritoneal cavity, or the fallopian tubes burst, it can lead to septic shock.
2. When do leiomyomas generally become symptomatic?

Leiomyomas (uterine fibroids) only become symptomatic when they get so large that they press on surrounding structures.

3. How are leiomyomas commonly affected by menopause?

They usually stop growing and are replaced by fibrotic tissue

4. What is the most common disorder of the female breast? Fibrocystic breast disease

5. Where are palpable cancerous lesions of the breast most commonly located?

The upper outer quadrant

6. Explain why it is desirable to detect cancerous lesions before they are palpable.
At this early stage the cancer will most likely be still confined to the breast tissue and more easily treated.




7. Explain why prostatic hyperplasia leads to dysuria.

The urethra passes through a small opening in the center of the prostate gland, so if surrounding tissue around this opening becomes enlarged, then it causes stenosis of the urethra leading to “dysuria” which is defined as difficult or painful micturition.


8. Explain why lower back pain is sometimes associated with prostate cancer.

If the cancer has metastasized into the pelvis or spine, it will cause lower back pain.

9. What type of hormone therapy is typically used to control prostate cancer?


This type of cancer grows more quickly in the presence of the male hormone testosterone. Patients are treated with anti-androgens, which stops the cancer cells from reacting to the male hormones to slow down tumor growth. This is known as chemical castration.



10. Is dysuria more likely to occur in a male patient with prostate cancer, or one with cystitis?
One with prostate cancer because of the reasons described in question 7 above

11. What imaging modalities are most commonly used to diagnose pathologies of the reproductive system? Ultrasound and MRI
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