



MEDT 211 Medical Terminology Reflection #2 – forms part of quiz #2 (15%)
	
Reflection 1: Medical Terminology 
	
Reflections are designed to encourage you to think critically about your experiences, apply theoretical knowledge to practical situations, and develop your professional identity as a medical imaging technologist. 
Reflect on the importance of medical terminology in patient communication within the field of medical imaging. Consider the following points:
1. Describe a scenario (real or imagined) where a medical imaging professional needs to explain a procedure to a patient using medical terms.
2. Choose any medical term and explain it so that a patient without medical background can understand.

Word count: 350-450 words

Reflective Writing Rubric
	Criteria
	1 Point
	2 Points
	3 Points

	Critical Reflection
	Basic understanding of topic
	Some reflection, with basic analysis
	Deep reflection with thoughtful analysis

	Application to Practice 
	Limited connection to medical imaging practice
	Clear connections to medical imaging practice
	Insightful application to medical imaging practice

	Writing Quality
	Basic writing with some clarity issues
	Clear writing with minor errors
	Well-written, clear, and concise




																																																																																																																																																																														

A situation where a medical imaging professional must use medical terminology in a friendly manner to a patient would be when a medical radiation technologist explains how a magnetic resonance imaging procedure works and why it’s being used on the patient. The patient can be very overwhelmed seeing a huge machine that they assume that’s what they are being put inside. If the Technologist explains with full medical terms like saying “We will be performing an MRI of your spine to evaluate for myelodysplasia.” While it is accurate, saying this to the patient will confuse them since not everyone that isn’t educated in the medical term wouldn’t understand what myelodysplasia would mean or any unfamiliar anatomy or imaging terms. To make it sound more understandable, we could rephrase by saying, “We’ll be taking very detailed pictures of your spinal cord to see if it developed normally. Sometimes the spinal cord doesn’t form correctly from birth, which would cause issues like weakness, numbness, or bladder difficulties. The MRI will help us see if that’s what causing your symptoms.” By explaining how the process will go in a step-by-step manner and give a proper meaning on why they are getting the procedure without big terms that the patients might not understand will help reduces the overwhelming anxiety that the patient might get and will allow the patient to trust the technologist or whoever is performing the procedure. For Ectopic Pregnancy, I would explain to the patient like “Normally, a pregnancy begins when the egg that is fertilized attaches inside the uterus. In an ectopic pregnancy, the egg isn’t attaches in the right spot, where it can’t develop normally and may cause health problems for you. That’s why we’ll use ultrasound imaging, allowing us to see where the pregnancy is located so the doctor can plan the safest care for you.” By explaining it in a soft tone and explaining why the process is happening allows the patient to calm down since they will understand on what is happening. If you also put in words that help gives the patient reassurance, also help the patient to calm down.
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