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MRAD 256 – Radiographic Technique 2
Midterm Review Questions 1-31


1. Why is the spine curved anteriorly and posteriorly? 
 
 
 
 
2. List and describe the compensatory curves of the spine.  When and why do they form? 
 
 
 
 
3. List and describe 3 abnormal curvatures of the spine 
 
 
 
 
 
4. List 3 unique features of the first cervical vertebra 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Blood vessels and nerves pass through the zygapophyseal joints in the vertebral column.  True or False? 
 
 
 
 
6. Describe the function and structure of  intervertebral disks 
 
 
 
 
 
7. Which vertebrae have a bifid spinous process?  What does bifid mean? 
 
 
 
 
8. Which vertebrae contain facets on transverse processes for rib articulations? 
 
 
9. Which thoracic vertebrae contain a full facet for articulation with a rib? 
 
 
10. In which vertebrae are the intervertebral foramina situated at a 45° angle to the midsagittal plane? 
 
 
 
 
11. Which vertebral bodies are oval shaped? 
 
 
 
 
12. What is the pars interarticularis and when can it be seen? 
 
 
 
13. Which spinal articulation allows you to nod your head to say “yes”? 
 
 
 
 
 
14. How do the ribs articulate with the thoracic vertebrae? 
 
 
 
 
 
15. At what angle do we find the zygapophyseal joints in the thoracic spine? 
 
16. What part of the “Scottie dog” does the superior articular process correspond to? 
 
17. What aspect of the sacrum forms the posterior wall of the true pelvis? 
 
18. Describe the articulation between the sacrum and the coccyx
19. What is the name of the surface of the sacrum that articulates with the ilium of the pelvis?
20. Which ribs articulate with the sternum directly?
21. Describe how the remaining ribs articulate with the sternum?
22. True or False:  The head of the rib articulates with the sternum.
23. What is the “costal groove”, and where is it found?
24. Which end of the rib lies more superiorly?
25. How many processes project from the vertebral arch?
26. Name these processes.
27. Name the 2 notches located on the pedicles.
28. True or False.   Demonstrating the “scottie dog” means that the lumbar intervertebral foramina are open and well demonstrated.
29. True or False.   The “eye” in the “Scottie dog” is the pedicle on the side closer to the IR when doing AP obliques of the lumbar spine.
30. What passes through the transverse foramen?
 
31. On which structure is the dens located?  
a. Anterior arch of C1 
b. Anterior arch of C2 
c. Body of C1 
d. Body of C2 
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