
MRAD 209
ETHICS AND STANDARDS OF PRACTICE
Glossary of Terms
Negligence – An unintentional tort involving duty, breach of duty, injury, and causation.
Unintentional Tort - Wrongs resulting from actions that were not intended to do harm.
Intentional Tort - deliberate acts intended to injure others, or to interfere with another person’s rights.
Autonomy – The concept that patients are to be treated as individuals and informed about procedures to facilitate appropriate decisions.
Non-malfeasance – The avoidance of evil. Beneficence – Performance of good acts. Fidelity – Devotion to the truth.
Veracity – The obligation to tell the truth and not to lie or deceive others.
Caring – A function of the whole person in which concern for the growth and well being of another is expressed in an integrated application of the mind, body and spirit that seeks to maximize positive outcomes.
Confidentiality – The duty owed by healthcare providers to protect the privacy of patient information.
Defamation – The making of a false statement to a third party that is harmful to another’s reputation. Defamatory statements may concern patients, family members, visitors, other employees, or physicians.
Informed consent – The written assent of a patient to receive a proposed treatment; adequate information is essential for the patient to give truly informed consent.

Sexual abuse (HPA) - the threatened, attempted or actual conduct of a regulated member towards a patient that is of a sexual nature

Sexual misconduct (HPA) - any incident or repeated incidents of objectionable or unwelcome conduct, behaviour or remarks of a sexual nature by a regulated member towards a patient
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