Title of Assignment


Patient Care 1


*Activity: ANSWER KEY Questions about Paper Requisitions



Questions:
1. Can you locate “Why” the x-ray exam is ordered? Where is this information found on the paper requisition? Why is the location of this information important to the technologist? 
Ans-the “why” is located around the middle of the page, left hand side. It’s titled “Reason for the Exam’ also below this is “Additional comments” which may provide further information. The location is important because it’s close to what x-ray has been ordered so the technologist can compare the reason for the exam (often called clinical history) to what has been ordered.

2. Can you locate on the requisition the word isolation? Why would it be useful for a technologist to know if a patient is on isolation or not?
Ans-If the technologist knows the type of isolation, then they can prepare to wear the appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) and schedule the patient’s x-rays accordingly. Example- It’s not best practice to perform isolation exams when half of the technologists(resources) are on lunch break. Isolation exams are purposefully planned out and often require more then 1 technologist to perform the exam.


3. Locate on the requisition the previous DI exams performed. How are these previous exams presented? Example-alphabetically 
Ans- The previous exams are presented in the “most recent” format


4. Is there a benefit to the technologist to review what previous x-rays the patient has already had taken/done?
Ans-Yes there is a benefit to the technologist reviewing previous exams. Example-For a Chest X-ray the IR was in “portrait” orientation vs. “landscape” orientation because the patient has long lungs. Checking the previous Chest X-ray allows us to replicate the IR orientation.




5. Can you see the date when the x-rays are to be done? Do you think the technologist needs to check the date the x-ray is to be done? If so, why?
Ans-check the date the x-ray is to be done because it may be different from the date it was ordered. This often occurs when x-rays are ordered for In-pts. Example-Some physicians have “standing orders” meaning that when a patient is admitted into the hospital under their care, it’s standard practice to order certain exams(this includes D.I tests or exams/procedures)



6.  If on the requisition, it states under priority the word “Routine” What do you think this means? And why would it be important for a technologist to be aware whether the exam is “Routine” or not?
Ans-There are 3 types of “priorities” 1) Routine=do today when you have the chance 
2) Urgent= needs to be done soon but not immediately. 3) Stat=Must be done immediately/now. When the technologist is “scheduling” their workload, whether it’s urgent vs. routine needs to be factored in. Please note-some units/wards will forget the order the x-ray so now it becomes our issue. However, it’s still the unit’s responsibility to include “reasons for the x-ray” The Radiologists depend on this information.

7. The date, time and the name of the individual who ordered the x-rays are found on the requisition. Do you think this information would be useful to a technologist to know? If so, why? 
Ans- It would be useful to know who ordered the x-ray. Example-if an ER nurse ordered an x-ray for the left foot but the patient had an obvious injury to the right foot, the technologist must follow up with ER to validate which side to x-ray. It is not the technologist’s decision to over ride what has been entered by the nurse. The name of the nurse provides someone to seek clarification from since they will be able to reference the physicians’ orders. If this oversite occurs, request the nurse makes the correction. This provides documentation that the order was modified through the ER dept.
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