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Guided Reading Activity: QC for Adjunct Equipment - Bone Densitometry Answers
Answers
1. Who specifies the quality control procedures for bone mineral densitometry units? 

The manufacturer specifies the required quality control procedures. 

2. What is commonly included in the QC procedures?

 Daily phantom scans.

3. How are phantoms used? 

The phantoms are scanned, and then the resulting densities are compared to the accepted density values (provided with the phantom). The results from the scan determine whether the equipment is functioning properly. 

4. What needs to be plotted on the control chart?

The result of each phantom scan. 
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5. Is there more than one type of phantom that can be used for quality control purposes? 

Yes, there can be two types. One for testing the mechanical operation and calibration of the system, and one that mimics bone density to identify any shifting in bone mineral density values.

6. Are phantoms the only tools used to perform QC on BMD units? 

No, many manufacturers have automated QC hardware built into the unit and software to monitor performance. The software can be used to create control charts.
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