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Key Factors about Oxygen and Suction

Note: Check the department’s protocol for its high-flow oxygen patients’ protocol.

Methods or Means of Delivering Oxygen
· Nasal prongs or nasal cannula
· Oxygen mask
· Non-rebreathing mask
· High-flow mask

Oxygen Equipment
· Methods of delivery (i.e., masks, nasal prongs)
· Flow meter
· Portable oxygen tank
· Tracheostomy
· Ventilator
· Pulse oximeter

Pathologies and Patient Considerations
Questions to Consider Regarding Suction
1. What is the purpose of suctioning?
2. List 5 responsibilities the technologist is accountable for regarding suction equipment.
3. Describe the course of action that needs to be taken if a technologist is required to suction by themselves (the scope of practice).

Important Considerations When Working with Oxygen
· The rate of oxygen delivery and its concentration are based on delivery method.
· Oxygen is considered a medication; however, it’s within the x-ray technologist’s scope of practice to administer oxygen without the permission of a physician (e.g., in an emergency situation where the patient’s oxygen saturation has decreased to dangerous levels).
· Check oxygen equipment at the start of every shift and after using oxygen in an exam.
· Always check oxygen levels in tanks. Use wall units whenever possible to avoid running out of oxygen during exams/procedures and during patient transportation.
· Oxygen can be felt and heard, so listen and consider this when administering oxygen to ensure no leaks in system.
· Avoid running over oxygen tubing with wheelchair.
· Be familiar with location of additional oxygen equipment, including portable tanks.
· Know the location of the pulse oximeter and how to operate it. It provides information about the patient’s oxygen saturation and pulse rate.
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