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Answer Key Venipuncture Worksheet 
Use your PowerPoint, notes, and textbook to answer the following questions.
1) What criteria do you use to choose your IV site?
· Diameter
· Strength (to withstand flow rate)
· Not over a joint
· Visible and palpable
· Scarring from previous IV insertions
· Burns, scars, tattoos, open wounds
2) How do you palpate for a good vein?
Use your non-dominant 2nd and 3rd fingers
3) What is needle flash? What is catheter flash? What purpose do they serve?
Bead of blood that appears in the hub of the needle when it pierces the vein. Blood that refluxes up the catheter when it enters the vein. They let you know as soon as you are in the vein, so you don’t keep advancing the needle.
4) What angle do you want to insert the needle?
20-45 degrees. Once you get flash, decrease angle so you run parallel to the vein.
5) How do you hold the angiocatheter when injecting it? What does your index finger do?
Bevel up, between thumb and middle finger. Index finger advances the catheter into the vein.
6) What does the term “priming the line” refer to?
Filling the extension tubing or IV tubing with saline to displace the air
7) When do you remove the tourniquet? Why?
After advancing the catheter, before removing the needle.

8) What is the proper way to clean the injection site?
With an alcohol swab. Circular motion, from injection site out. Do not return to an already clean area with the same swab.
9) What is the purpose of a saline flush when starting an IV?
Ensure the catheter is securely in the vein before administering any medication
10) What documentation do you need to do when you start an IV?
On the Tegaderm – Date/time, gauge, initials
In the chart – Location, date/time, gauge, flow rate, needle type, and initials
11) What do you do if you miss the vein on your first attempt? The second?
Attempt again on the other arm, or a more proximal site. 
Call a colleague to try.
12) Name some complications that can occur during the initiation of an intravenous line.
Hematoma, fainting, extravasation
13) Name some complications that can occur after the initiation of an intravenous line.
Phlebitis, infection, thrombosis, air embolus
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