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Worksheet – Pathology – ANSWER KEY
1. Define spina bifida and list four different types.
Incomplete closure of the vertebral canal that houses the spinal cord 
A) spina bifida occulta
B) meningocele
C) myelocele
D) myelomeningocele
2. Why is infection control of paramount importance when working with a patient that has a myelomeningocele? Any abnormal opening in the body can provides a route for infective pathogens. A person with a myelomeningocele has an abnormal opening into the spinal canal.
3. Define hydrocephalus and describe the difference between communicating and non-communicating hydrocephalus.
Translated as “water on the brain” hydrocephalus is a build-up of cerebrospinal fluid in the ventricular system of the brain.  In communicating hydrocephalus, the build-up is caused by compromised absorption of CSF, or by an over production of CSF. In non-communicating hydrocephalus the build-up is caused by a blockage in the flow of CSF. 1
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4. Degenerative disk disease is most likely to occur in the:
a. Cervical spine
b. Thoracic spine
c. Lumbar spine
5. What does CVA stand for?  What does TIA stand for?  How are they different?
[bookmark: _GoBack]  CVA – Cerebrovascular accident -  or “stroke”, is a condition where the blood supply to a portion of the brain has been cut off, causing a brain infarct (death of tissue). 
TIA – “trans-ischemic attack” is a temporary episode of neurologic dysfunction due to decreased blood flow, that typically resolves within 24 hours.    
6. How is a hemorrhagic stroke different from an ischemic stroke?
A hemorrhagic stroke occurs when a blood vessel in the brain bursts, whereas an ischemic stroke occurs when a blood vessel in the brain becomes occluded by, for example, an embolism or atherosclerosis. 
7. Why is “time of the essence” when recognizing and treating a stroke victim?
Thrombolytic (clot busting) drugs are more affective if they are delivered within 3 hours of the onset of symptoms. 2
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8. Will a patient with a serious subdural hematoma potentially develop communicating or noncommunicating hydrocephalus? Non-communicating
9. List three serious complications of head trauma.
Infection, increased intracranial pressure, coma, brain displacement or hernia 
10. Can an infiltrating tumor cause compression? No, as a infiltrating tumor replaces normal tissue
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