





	MEDICAL ABBREVIATIONS – this is an idea of what will be covered on exams




	Chapter/Title
	Abbreviation
	Meaning

	
	
	

	Chapter 4
	
	

	(Cells, Tissues and Organs)
	RNA
	Ribonucleic acid

	
	
	

	Chapter 5
	
	

	(Body Structure)
	LLQ
	Left lower quadrant

	
	LUQ
	Left upper quadrant

	
	RLQ
	Right lower quadrant

	
	RUQ
	Right upper quadrant

	
	
	

	Chapter 6
	
	

	(Disease)
	FUO
	Fever of unknown origin

	
	VRSA
	

	
	
	

	Chapter 7
	
	

	(Diagnosis and Surgery – Treatment)
	AFP
	 

	
	ETOH
	

	
	NS
	

	
	UV
	

	
	W/O
	

	
	R/O
	Rule out

	
	R/O
	Rule out

	
	Rx
	Drug, prescription, therapy

	
	C & S
	Culture and sensitivity

	
	Dx
	Diagnosis

	
	ICU
	Intensive care unit

	
	MRI
	Magnetic resonance imaging

	
	NPO
	Nothing by mouth

	
	STAT
	Immediately

	
	QNS
	Quantity not sufficient

	
	HX
	History

	
	NKDA
	No known drug allergies

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Chapter 8
	
	

	(Drugs)
	ASA
	Acetylsalicylic Acid (Aspirin)

	
	INH
	Inhaler

	
	mg
	milligram

	
	NSAID
	Non-steroidal Anti inflammatory

	
	Bid
	Twice a day

	
	IM
	Intramuscular

	
	IV
	Intravenous

	
	po
	By mouth

	
	prn
	As needed

	
	qam
	Every morning

	
	qd
	Every day

	
	qhs
	At bedtime

	
	qid
	Four times a day

	
	TID
	Three times a day

	
	
	

	Chapter 9
	
	

	(Circulation: The Cardiovascular and Lymphatic Systems)
	
	

	
	CAD
	Coronary artery disease

	
	CHD
	

	
	DIC
	Disseminated intravascular

	
	ECG
	Electrocardiography (electrocardiogram)

	
	HDL
	

	
	LDL
	

	
	vFib
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Chapter 10
	
	

	(Blood and Immunity)
	AIDs
	Acquired immunodeficiency

	
	CBC
	Complete blood count

	
	Hb, Hgb
	Hemoglobin

	
	HIV
	Human immunodeficiency

	
	Ht, Hct
	Hematocrit

	
	RBC
	Red Blood Cell; red blood cell

	
	WBC
	White Blood Cell; white blood cell count

	
	NHL
	Non hodgkins lymphoma

	
	
	

	Chapter 11
	
	

	(Respiration)
	ABG
	Arterial blood gas (es)

	
	ARDS
	Acute respiratory distress syndrome

	
	COPD
	Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease

	
	CXR
	Chest x-ray

	
	PFT
	Pulmonary function test(s)

	
	RDS
	Respiratory distress syndrome

	
	SIDS
	Sudden infant death syndrome

	
	TB
	Tuberculosis

	
	T & A
	Tonsils and adenoids; tonsillectomy and adenoidectomy

	
	URI
	Upper respiratory infection

	
	SARS
	Severe acute respiratory syndrome

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Chapter 12
	
	

	(Digestion)
	BM
	Bowel movement

	
	GERD
	Gastroesophageal reflux disease

	
	GI
	Gastrointestinal

	
	HAVE
	Hepatitis A virus

	
	HBV
	Hepatitis B virus

	
	HCB
	Hepatitis C virus

	
	O & P
	Ova and parasites

	
	IBD
	Inflammatory bowel disease

	
	
	

	Chapter 13
	
	

	(Urinary System)
	ARF
	Acute renal failure

	
	CRF
	Chronic renal failure

	
	ESRD
	End-stage renal disease

	
	GU
	Genitourinary

	
	UA
	Urinalysis

	
	UTI
	Urinary tract infection

	
	ADH
	Antidiurectic hormone

	
	
	

	Chapter 14
	
	

	(Male Reproductive System)
	â™
	Male

	
	BHP
	Benign prostatic hyperplasia (hypertrophy)

	
	DRE
	Digital rectal examination

	
	LH (also Chapters 15 & 16)
	Luteinizing hormone

	
	PSE
	Prostate-specific antigen

	
	
	

	Chapter 15
	
	

	(Female Reproductive System: Pregnancy and Birth)
	â™€
	Female

	
	D & C
	Dilation and curettage

	
	GYN
	Gynecology

	
	HRT
	Hormone replacement

	
	IUD
	Intrauterine device

	
	PID
	Pelvic inflammatory disease

	
	PMS
	Premenstrual syndrome

	
	LMP
	Last menstrual period

	
	NB
	Newborn

	
	OB
	Obstetrics

	
	HCG
	Human chorionic gonadotropin

	
	TSS
	Toxic shock syndrome

	
	PKU
	Phenylketonuria

	
	STI (also Chapter 14)
	Sexually transmitted infection

	
	
	

	Chapter 16
	
	

	(Endocrine system)
	DM
	Diabetes mellitus

	
	FBS
	Fasting blood sugar

	
	
	

	Chapter 17
	
	

	(Nervous System and Behavioral Disorders)
	AD
	Alzheimer disease

	
	ADHD
	Attention deficit-hyperactivity disorder

	
	CNS
	Central nervous system

	
	CP
	Cerebral palsy

	
	CSF
	Cerebrospinal fluid

	
	CVA
	Cerebrovascular accident

	
	EEG
	Electroencephalogram (graph)

	
	LOC
	Level of consciousness

	
	LP
	Lumbar puncture

	
	MS
	Multiple sclerosis

	
	ANS
	Autonomic nervous system

	
	TIA
	Transient ischemic attack

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Chapter 18
	
	

	(Senses)
	AD
	Right ear

	
	AS
	Left ear

	
	AU
	Both ear(s), each ear

	
	ENT
	Ear(s), nose and throat

	
	OM
	Otitis media

	
	OD
	Right eye

	
	ORL
	Otorhinolaryngology

	
	OS
	Left eye

	
	OU
	Both eyes; each eye

	
	
	

	Chapter 19
	
	

	(Skeleton)
	fx
	Fracture

	
	OA
	Osteoarthritis

	
	ORTH
	Orthopedics

	
	ortho
	Orthopedics

	
	RA
	Rheumatoid arthritis

	
	TMJ
	Temporomandibular joint

	
	
	

	Chapter 20
	
	

	(Muscular System)
	EMG
	Electromyography

	
	OT
	Occupational therapy; occupational therapist

	
	PT
	Physical therapy; physical therapist

	
	ROM
	Range of motion

	
	
	

	Chapter 21
	
	

	(The Skin)
	BSA
	Body surface area

	
	SLE
	Systemic lupus erythematosus

	
	UV
	Ultraviolet
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